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families, as the groups are commonly ranked . . . In spite of these 
examples, it remains true, as every paleontologist knows, that 
most new species, genera, and families and that nearly all new 
categories above the level of families appear in the record 
suddenly and are not led up to by known gradual, completely 
continuous transitional sequences. 

George Gaylord Simpson, The Major Features of Evolution 
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1961), pp. 359-360. 

 
It is important to realize What Simpson is saying. Gradual transformations leading to 

new species, new genera, some new subfamilies, and occasionally new families are 
witnessed to by the record of the rocks. However, most new species, genera, and 
families appear quite suddenly; i.e., the record of the rocks is absent of ancestors from 
whom they could have descended. Moreover, practically all new orders, classes, and 
phyla appear quite suddenly; i.e., without ancestors. How are these systematic 
deficiencies, these discontinuities, these gaps in the fossil record to be overcome? 
Simpson says that this can be done by extrapolation and inference from what we are 
able to see on lower levels to what we are not able to find on higher levels. To say that 
such an explanation of the systematic gaps in the record of the rocks, especially on the 
higher levels, is quite unsatisfactory, is to utter a gross understatement! But how then 
can these gaps be explained? 

 
I would propose that the record of the rocks is a natural record of God's creative 

activity. I would further propose that the reason that most new species, genera, and 
families, and practically all new orders, classes and phyla appear quite suddenly in the 
fossil record is that these appearances represent separate creative acts of God in the 
bringing into existence of new "kinds" of plants and animals. I would still further propose 
that these distinct creations of new "kinds" of plants and animals be synthesized with 
the chronological framework previously presented. 

 
The chronological framework for the correlation of the creative events and the 

Creation Days of Genesis 1-2 consisted of seven creative-aspect periods, some of which 
overlapped in time, and all of which were marked by a beginning stage, a stage of 
essential fulfillment, and a completion stage. In each of the creative-aspect periods from 
the second to the seventh the stage of essential fulfillment coincided with a specific 
literal day. These were the six Creation Days of Genesis I. 
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