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the truth of God, unable to understand the things of God, unable to please
God in any way, and are standing under the wrath and condemnation of

Godi Regeneration is a necessityl

The Bible's teaching about the nature of regeneration is presented under

four main figures: a "new birth," a "new life," a "new creation," and a "new

nature." What meaning does each of these figures convey?

A. Regeneration as a New Birth

In John 1:12-13 we are told: "But those who received Him, He gave to them

power to become children of God, to those believing in His name, who

were begotten, not of bloods, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of

man, but of God." Notice that all who receive and trust in Christ become

born-ones of God and are begotten of God.

In John 3:1-8 (the classic text on the new birth) we read:

Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless

one is begotten again, he is not able to see the kingdom of God."
Nicodemus says to Him, "how is a man able to be begotten, being
old? He is not able to enter the womb of his mother a second time

and be begotten, is he?" Jesus answer, "Truly, truly, I say to you,
unless one is begotten of water and Spirit, he is not able to enter the

kingdom of God.

Some interpreters of this passage have taken it to refer to the necessity of

water baptism for salvation or to the Spirit's use of water baptism to bring
about regeneration; others have taken it to refer to the cleansing which the

Holy Spirit accomplishes in regeneration; and still others have understood

it to be speaking of the Spirit's use of the Word of God to bring about

regeneration.

I would suggest that the position that best unifies the passage and seems

to make the best sense of this remarkable conversation is the one that

views Jesus as saying that unless one is begotten, not only naturally but

also spiritually, he or she is not able to enter the kingdom of God. In this

view "water" is not a figure for water baptism, or for cleansing, or for the

Word of God, but for natural birth; and that being "begotten of or out of

water" is an excellent figure to represent physical birth. As you know, a

baby in its mother's womb is enclosed in a membrane or sac containing a

water-like fluid (the amniotic fluid), and that the sac ruptures shortly before
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