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policies, fair judicial process, religious liberty, freedom of association, and
artistic, scientific, and cultural freedom. It also lnclude&a recognition of an
individual's right to die with dignity, euthanasia, and the right to suicide.
We oppose the increasing invasion of privacy, by whatever means, in both totali
tarian and democratic societies. We would safeguard, extend, and implement the

principles of human freedom evolved from the Magna Carta to the Bill of Rights
the Rights of Man and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Eighths We are committed to an open and democratic society. We must extend

participatory democracy in its true sense to the economy, the school, the family,
the workplace, and voluntary associations. Decision-making must be decentralized
to include widespread involvement of people at all levels--social, political, and
economic. All persons should have a voice in developing the values and goals
that determine their lives. Institutions should be responsive to expressed de
sires and needs. The conditions of work, education, devotion, and play should be
humanized. Alienating forces should be modified or eradicated and bureaucratic
structures should be held to a minumum. People are more important than deca

logues, rules, proscriptions, or regulations.
Ninth The separation of church and state and the separation of ideology and

state are imperatives The state should encourage maximum freedom for different
moral,, political, religious, and social values in society. It should not favor

any particular religious bodies through the use of public monies, nor espouse a

single ideology and function thereby as an instrument of propaganda or oppression,
particularly against dissenters.

Tenth Humane societies should evaluate economic systems not by rhetoric or

idiology, but by whether or not they increase economic well-being for all mdi
viduals and groups, minimize poverty and hardship, increase the sum of human
satisfaction, and enhance the quality of life. Hence the door is open to alter
native economic systems. We need to democratize the economy and judge it by its

responsiveness to human needs, testing results in terms of the common good.
Eleventh The principle of moral equality must be furthered through elimina

tion of all discrimination based upon race, religion, sex, age, or national ori

gin. This means equality of opportunity and recognition of talent and merit.
Individuals should be encouraged to contribute to their own betterment. If un
able, then society should provide means to satisfy their basic economic, health,
and cultural needs, including, wherever resources make possible, a minimum

guaranteed annual income. We are concerned for the welfare of the aged, the in
firm, the disadvantaged, and also for the outcasts--the mentally retarded, aban
doned or abused chilfren, the handicapped, prisoners, and addicts--for all who
are neglected or ignored by society. Practicing humanists should make it their
vocation to humanize personal relations.
We believe in the right to universal education Everyone has a right, to the

cultural opportunity to fulfill his or her unique capacities and talents. The
schools should foster satisfying and productive living. They should be open at
all levels to any and all; the achievement of excellence should be encouraged.
Innovative and experimental forms of education are to be welcomed. The energy
and idealism of the young deserve to be appreciated and channeled to construc
tive purposes.
We deplore racial, religious, ethnic, or class antagonisms. Although we be

lieve in cultural diversity and encourage racial and ethnic pride, we reject
separations which promote alienation and set people and groups against' each
other; we envision an integrated community where people have a maximum bppor
tunity for free and vo1untar association.
We are critical of sexism or sexual chauvinism--male or female. We believe in

equal rights for both women and men to fulfill their unique careers and. poten
tialities as they see fit, free of invidious discrimination.
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