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A SECULAR HUMAN 1ST DECLARATION

In 1980 a group of 58 persons signed A Secular Humanist Declaration, pledging their
general support of its purposes and direction. This document was drafted by Paul Nurtz
and first appeared in Free Inquiry Winter 1980 (Volume 1, Uumber 1). The full text
followse




INTRODUCTION

Secular humanism is a vital force in the contemporary world. It is now under unwar
ranted and intemperate attack from various quarters. This declaration defends only that
form of secular humanism which is explicitly committed to democracy. It is opposed to
all varieties of belief that seek supernatural sanction for their values or espouse rule
by dictatorship.

Democratic secular humanism has been a powerful force in world culture. Its ideals
can be traced to the philosophers, scientists, and poets of classical Greece and Rome,
to ancient Chinese Confucian society, to the Carvaka movement of India, and to other
distinguished intellectual and moral traditions. Secularism and humanism were eclipsed
in Europe during the Dark Ages, when religious piety eroded humankind's confidence in its
own powers to solve human problems. They reappeared in force during the Renaissance with
the reassertion of secular and humanist values in literature and the arts, again in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries with the development of modern science and a natural
istic view of the universe, and their influence can be found in the eighteenth century
in the Age of Reason and the Enlightenment. Democratic secular humanism has creatively
flowered in modern times with the growth of freedom and democracy.

Countless millions of thoughtful persons have espoused secular humanist ideals, have
lived significant lives, and have contributed to the building of a more humane and demo
cratic world. The modern secular humanist outlook has led to the application of science
and technology to the improvement of the human condition. This has had a positive effect
of reducing poverty, suffering, and disease in various parts of the world, In extending
longevity, on improving transportation and communication, and in making the good life
possible for more and more people. It has led to the emancipation of hundreds of mil
lions of people from the exercise of blind faith and fears of superstition and has con
tributed to their education and the enrichment of their lives. Secular humanism has pro
vided an impetus for humans to solve their problems with Intelligence and perseverence,
to conquer geographic and social frontiers, and to extend the range of human explora
tion and adventure.




Regrettably, we are today faced with a variety of anti-secularist trendsz the reap
pearance of dogmatic authoritarian religions; fundamentalist, literalist, and doctrinaire
Christianity; a rapidly growing and uncompromising Moslem clericalism in the Middle East
and Asia; the reassertion of orthodox authority by the Roman Catholic papal hierarchy;
nationalistic religious Judaism; and the reversion to obscurantist religions in Asia.
New cults of unreason as well as bizarre paranormal and occult beliefs, such as belief in
astrology, reincarnation, and the mysterious power of alleged psychics, are growing in
many Western societies, These disturbing developments follow in the wake of the emer
gence in the earlier part of the twentieth century of intolerant messianic and totali
tarian quasi-religious movements, such as fascism and communism. These religious acti
vists not only are responsible for much of the terror and violence in the world today
but stand in the way of solutions to the world's most serious problems.

Paradoxically, some of the critics of secular humanism maintain that it is a danger
ous philosophy. Some assert that ft is orally corrupting" because it is committed to
individual freedom, others that it condones "injustice" because it defends democratic
due process. We who support democratic secular humanism deny such charges, which are
based upon misunderstanding and misinterpretation, and we seek to outline a set of prin
ciples that most of us share. Secular humanism is not a dogma or a creed. There are
side differences of opinion among secular humanists on many issues. Nevertheless, there
is a loose consensus with respect to several propositions. We are apprehensive that
modern civilization is threatened by forces antithetical to reason, democracy, and free
dom. Many religious believers will no doubt share with us a belief in many secular
humanist and democratic values, and we welcome their joining with us in the defense
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