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of these ideals.

1. Free-Inquiry. The first principle of democratic secular humanism is its
commit-me-itto free inquiry. We oppose any tyranny over the mind of man, any efforts by ec-
clesiastical, political, ideological, or social institutions to shackle free thought.
In the past, such tyrannies have been directed by churches and states attempting to en
force the edicts of religious bigots. In the long struggle in the history of ideas,
established institutions, both public and private, have attempted to consor Inquiry,
to impose orthodoxy on beliefs and values, and to excommunicate heretics and extirpate
unbelivers. Today, the struggle for free inquiry has assumed new forms. Sectarian
ideologies have become the new theologies that use political parties and governments
in their mission to crush dissident opinion.

Free inquiry entails recognition of civil liberties as integral to its pursuit, that
is, a free press, freedom of communication, the right to organize opposition parties
and to join voluntary associations, and freedom to cultivate and publish the fruits of
scientific, philosophical, artistic, literary, moral and religious freedom. Free in
quiry requires that we tolerate diversity of opinion and that we respect the right of
individuals to express their beliefs, however unpopular they may be, without social or
legal prohibition or fear of sanctions. Though we may tolerate contrasting points of
view, this does not mean that they are immune to critical scrutiny. The guiding premise
of those who believe in free inquiry is that truth is more likely to be discovered if
the opportunity exists for the free exchange of opposing opinions; the process of inter
change is frequently as important as the result. This applies not only to science and
to everyday life, but to politics, economics, morality, and religion.




2. Separation of Church and State 8ecause of their commitment to freedom, secular
humanists believe in the principle of the separation of church and state. The lessons
of history are clears wherever one religion or ideology is established and given a do
minant position in the state, minority opinions are in jeopardy. A pluralistic, open,.
and democratic society allows all points of view to be heard. Any effort to impose an
exclusive conception of Truth, Piety, Virtue, or Justice upon the whole of society is
a violation of free inquiry. Clerical authorities should not be permitted to legislate
their own parochial views--whether moral, philosophic, political, educational, or social
--for the rest of society.

Nor should tax revenues be exacted for the benefit or support of sectarian religious
institutions. Individuals and voluntary associations should be free to accept or not
to accept any belief and to support these convictions with whatever resources they may
have, without being compelled by taxation to contribute to those religious faiths with
which they do not agree. Similarly, church properties should share in the burden of
public revenues and should not be exempt from taxation. Compulsory religious oaths and

prayers in public institutions (political or educational) are also a violation of the
separation principle.

Today, nontheistic as well as theistic religions compete for attention. Regrettably,
in communist countries, the power of the state is being used to impose an ideological
doctrine on the society, without tolerating the expression of dissenting or heretical
views. Here we see a modern secular version of the violation of the separation prin
ciple.

3. The Ideal of Freedom There are many forms of totalitarianism In the modern
world--secular and nonsecular--all of which we vigorously oppose. As democratic secu
larists, we consistently defend the ideal of freedom, not only freedom of conscience
and belief from those ecclesiastical, political, and economic interests that seek to
repress them, but genuine potical liberty, democratic decision-making based upon ma

jority rule, and respect for minority rights and the rule of law. We stand not only
for freedom from religious control but for freedom from jingoistic government control
as well. We are for the defense of basic human rights, including the right to protect
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. In our view, a free society should also

encourage some measure of economic freedom, subject only to such restrictions as are
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