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research) can bring to humankind, but we also recognize the need to balance scientific
and technological advances with cultural explorations in art, music, and literature,

9, Evolution Today the theory of evolution is again under heavy attack by religious
fundamentalists. Although the theory of evolution cannot be said to have reached its
final formulation, or to be an infallible principle of science, it is nonetheless sup
ported impressively by the findings of many sciences. There may be some significant
differences among scientists concerning the mechanics of evolution; yet the evolution
of the species is supported so strongly by the weight of evidence that it is difficult
to reject it. Accordingly, we deplore the efforts by fundamentalists (especially in
the United States) to invade the science classrooms, requiring that creationist theory
be taught to students and requiring that it be included in biology textbooks. This is
a serious threat both to academic freedom and to the integrity of the educational pro
cess. We believe that creationists surely should have the freedom to express their view
point in society. Moreover, we do not deny the value of examining theories of creation
in educational courses on religion and the history of ideas; but it is a sham to mask an
article of religious faith as a scientific truth and to inflict that doctrine on the
scientific curriculum. If successful, creationists may seriously undermine the credi
bility of science itself.

10. Education. In our view, education should be the essential method of building
humane, free, and democratic societies. The aims of education are manys the transmis
sion of knowledge; training for occupations, careers, and democratic citizenship; and
the encouragement of moral growth. Among its vital purposes should also be an attempt
to develop the capacity for critical intelligence in both the individual and the communi
ty. Unfortunately, the schools are today being increasingly replaced by the mass media
as the primary institutions of public Information and education. Although the elec
tronic media provide unparalleled opportunities for extending cultural enrichment and
enjoyment, and powerful learning opportunities, there has been a serious misdirection
of their purposes. In totalitarian societies, the media serve as the vehicle of propa
ganda and indoctrination. In democratic societies television, radio, films, and mass
publishing too often cater to the lowest cotvnon denominator and have become banal waste
lands. There is a pressing need to elevate standards of taste and appreciation. Of
special concern to secularists is the fact that the media (particularly in the United
States) are inordinately dominated by a pro-religious bias. The views of preachers,
faith healers, and religious hucksters go largely unchallenged, and the secular outlook
is not given an opportunity for a fair hearing. We believe that television directors
and producers have an obligation to redress the balance and revise their programming.




Indeed, there is a broader task that all those who believe in democratic secular hu
manist values will recognize, namely, the need to embark upon a long-term program of
public education and enlightenment concerning the relevance of the secular outlook to
the human condition.




CONCLUSION

Democratic secular humanism is too important for human civilization to abandon.
Reasonable persons will surely recognize its profound contributions to human welfare.
We are nevertheless surrounded by doomsday prophets of disaster, always wishing to turn
the clock back--they are anti-science, anti-freedom, anti-human. In contrast, the secu
lar humanistic outlook is basically melioristic, looking forward with hope rather than
backward with despair. We are committed to extending the ideals of reason, freedom,
individual and collective opportunity, and democracy throughout the world connunIty.
The problems that humankind will face in the future, as in the past, will no doubt be
complex and difficult. However, If it is to prevail, it can only do so by enlisting
resourcefulness and courage. Secular humanism places trust in human intelligence rather
than in divine guidance. Skeptical of theories of redemption, damnation, and reincar
nation, secular humanists attempt to approach the human situation in realistic termss
human beings are responsible for their own destinies.
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