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success, for ultimate success belongs to God in His good time, and
it is assured

b. The practical question: What, if anything, obligates us as believers
to attempt to prevent or alleviate suffering?

(1) The general obligation placed upon us by the Second Great
Commandment of the Lord Jesus Christ

(a) The Commandment stated

Matthew 22:34-40 - "But when the Pharisees heard that
He had put the Sadducees to silence, they gathered
themselves together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked Him
a question, testing Him, 'Teacher, which is the great
commandment in the Law?' And He said to him, 'You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind.' This is the great and foremost
commandment. The second is like it, 'You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.' On these two commandments depend
the whole Law and the Prophets."

(b) The Commandment reiterated

Romans 13:8-10 - "Owe nothing to anyone except to
love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled
the law. For this, 'You shall not commit adultery, You shall
not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,' and if
there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this
saying, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' Love
does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment
of the law."

Galatians 5:13-14 - "For you were called to freedom,
brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity
for the flesh, but through love serve one another. For the
whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, 'You
shall love your neighbor as yourself."

(c) The Commandment illustrated

Luke 10:25-37 - "And behold, a certain lawyer stood up
and put Him to the test, saying, 'Teacher, what shall I do to
inherit eternal life? And He said to him, 'What is written in
the Law? How does it read to you?' And he answered and
said, 'You shall love the Lord your God will all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all
your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.' And He said to
him, 'You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.'
But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, 'And who is
my neighbor?' Jesus replied and said, 'A certain man was

going down from Jerusalem to Jericho; and he fell among
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