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2. Do Christian churches have any obligation to attempt to prevent or
alleviate suffering in a sinful world?

a. Relevant scriptural data

Acts 6:1-3 - "Now at this time while the disciples were in
number, a complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews
against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being
overlooked in the daily serving of food. And the twelve summoned
the congregation of the disciples and said, 'It is not desirable for us
to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables. But select from
among you, brethren, seven men of good reputation, full of the
Spirit and wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task."

Acts 20:33-35 - "I have coveted no one's silver or gold or
clothes. You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my
own needs and to the men who were with me. In everything I
showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the
weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself
said, 'it is more blessed to give than to receive."

Romans 15:25-27 - "but now, lam going to Jerusalem serving
the saints. For Macedonia and Achaia have ben pleased to make a
contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. Yes, they
were pleased to do so, and they are indebted to them. For if the
Gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, they are indebted to
minister to them also in material things."

I Corinthians 16:1-3 - "Now concerning the collection for the
saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also. On the
first day of every week let each one of you put aside and save, as
he may prosper, that no collections be made when I come. And
when I arrive, whomever you may approve, I shall sent them with
letters to carry your gift to Jerusalem."

II Corinthians 8:1-15 - "Now, brethren, we wish to make known
to you the grace of God which has been given in the churches of
Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance ofjoy
and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality.
For I tested that according to their ability, and beyond their ability
they gave of their own accord, begging us with much entreaty for
the favor of participation in the support of the saints, and this, not
as we had expected, but they first gave themselves to the Lord and
to us by the will of God. Consequently we urged Titus that as he
had previously made a beginning, so he would also complete in you
this gracious work as well. But just as you abound in everything, in
faith and utterance and knowledge and in all earnestness and in. the
love we inspired in you, see that you abound in this gracious work
also. I am not speaking this as a command, but as proving through
the earnestness of others the sincerity of your love also. For you
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich,
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