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B. What is the Meaning ofJob's Suffering?

1. What did Job's suffering mean for him?

a. Rabbi Harold S. Kushner's answer:

Let me suggest that the author of the Book of Job takes the
position which neither Job nor his friends take. He believes in
God's goodness and in Job's goodness, and is prepared to give
up his belief in proposition (A): that God is all-powerful. Bad
things to happen to good people in this world, but it is not God
who wills it. God would like people to get what they deserve in
life, but He cannot always arrange it. Forced to choose between
a good God who is not totally powerful, or a powerful God who
is not totally good, the author of the Book of Job chooses to
believe in God's goodness.

If we have grown up, as Job and his friends did, believing in
an all-wise, all-powerful, all-knowing God, it will be hard for us,
as it was hard for them, to change our way of thinking about
Him (as it was hard for us, when we were children, to realize that
our parents were not all-powerful, that a broken toy had to be
thrown out because they could not fix it, not because they did
not want to). But if we can bring ourselves to acknowledge that
there are some things God does not control, many good things
become possible.

We will be able to turn to God for things He can do to help
us, instead of holding on to unrealistic expectations of Him
which will never come about. The Bible, after all, repeatedly
speaks of God as the special protector of the poor, the widow,
and the orphan without raising the question of how it happened
that they became poor, widowed, or orphaned in the first place.

We can maintain our own self-respect and sense of
goodness without having to feel that God has judged us and
condemned us. We can be angry at what has happened to us,
without feeling that we are angry at God. More than that, we can
recognize our anger at life's unfairness, our instinctive
compassion at seeing people suffer, as coming from God who
teaches us to be angry at injustice and to feel compassion for
the afflicted. Instead of feeling that we are opposed to God, we
can feel that our indignation is God's anger at unfairness
working through us, that when we cry out, we are still on God's
side, and He is still on ours.

- Harold S. Kushner, When Bad Things Happen to Good
People (New York: Avon Books, 1981), pp. 42, 43, 45.
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