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II.  Revelation and Theology 

 
A.  General Revelation 

 
1.  Confessional statements of the doctrine 
 
a.  The French Confession of Faith (A. D. 1559) 
 

ii. As such this God reveals himself to men; firstly, in his works, in their creation, 
as well as in their preservation and control. Secondly, and more clearly, in his 
Word, which was in the beginning revealed through oracles, and which was 
afterward committed to writing in the books which we call the Holy Scriptures. 

 
b.  The Belgic Confession (A. D. 1561)  
 

Article II 
By What Means God is Made Known Unto Us 

 
We know him by two means: first, by the creation, preservation, and 

government of the universe; which is before our eyes as a most elegant book, 
wherein all creatures, great and small, are as so many characters leading us to 
contemplate the invisible things of God, namely, his eternal power and Godhead, 
as the Apostle Paul saith (Rom. 1:20). All which things are sufficient to convince 
men, and leave them without excuse.  

 
c.  The Westminster Confession of Faith (A. D. 1647)  
 

Chapter I 
Of Holy Scripture 

 
I. Although the light of nature, and the works of creation and providence, do so 

far manifest the goodness, wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men 
inexcusable; yet are they not sufficient to give that knowledge of God, and of his 
will, which is necessary unto salvation; therefore it pleased the Lord, at sundry 
times, and in divers manners, to reveal himself, and to declare that his will unto his 
Church; and afterwards, for the better preserving and propagating of the truth, and 
for the mere sure establishment and comfort of the Church against the corruption of 
the flesh, and the malice of Satan and of the world, to commit the same wholly unto 
writing; which maketh the holy Scripture to be most necessary; those former ways 
of God's revealing his will unto his people being now ceased.  
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