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1. 5. 11 -- But although the Lord represents both himself and his everlasting 
Kingdom (i.e., His lordship over all creation) in the mirror of his works with 
very great clarity, such is our stupidity that we grow increasingly dull toward 
so manifest tendencies, and they flow away without profiting us.... 
sometimes we are driven by the leading and direction of these things to 
contemplate God; this of necessity happens to all men. Yet after we rashly 
grasp a conception of some sort of divinity, straightway we fall back into the 
ravings or evil imaginings of our flesh, and corrupt by our vanity the pure 
truth of God. In one respect we are indeed unalike, because each one of us 
privately forges his own particular error; yet we are very much alike in that, 
one and all, we forsake the one true God for prodigious trifles....  
 
1. 5. 14 -- It is therefore in vain that so many burning lamps shine for us in 
the workmanship of the universe to show forth the glory of its Author. 
Although they bathe us wholly in their radiance, yet they can of themselves 
in no way lead us into the right path. Surely they strike some sparks, but 
before their fuller light shines forth these are smothered. For this reason the 
apostle, in that very passage where he calls the worlds the images of things 
invisible, adds that through faith we understand that they have been 
fashioned by God's word (Heb. 11:3). He means by this that the invisible 
divinity is made manifest in such spectacles, but that we have not the eyes 
to see this unless they be illumined by the inner revelation of God through 
faith....  
 
1. 5. 15 -- But although we lack the natural ability to mount up unto the pure 
and clear knowledge of God, all excuse is cut off because the fault of 
dullness is within us.... Therefore we are justly denied every excuse when 
we stray off as wanderers and vagrants even though everything points out 
the right way. But, however that may be, yet the fact that men soon corrupt 
the seed of the knowledge of God, sown in their minds out of the wonderful 
workmanship of nature (thus preventing it from coming to a good and 
perfect fruit), must be imputed to their own failing; nevertheless, it is very 
true that we are not at all sufficiently instructed by this bare and simple 
testimony which the creatures render splendidly to the glory of God. For at 
the same time as we have enjoyed a slight taste of the divine from 
contemplation of the universe, having neglected the true God, we raise up in 
his stead dreams and specters of our own brains, and attribute to anything 
else than the true source the praise of righteousness, wisdom, goodness, 
and power. Moreover, we so obscure or overturn his daily acts by 
wickedly judging them that we snatch away from them their glory and from 
their author his due praise.  
 
1. 6. 1 -- that brightness which is borne in upon the eyes of all men both in 
heaven and on earth is more than enough to withdraw all support from 
men's ingratitude -just as God, to involve the human race in the same guilt, 
sets forth to all 
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