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your moral excellence, knowledge; and in your knowledge, self-
control; and in your self-control, perseverance; and in your 
perseverance, godliness; and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, 
and in your brotherly kindness, Christian love. For if these qualities 
are yours and are increasing, they tender you neither useless nor 
unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who 
lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his 
purification from his former sins. Therefore, brethren, be all the more 
diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as 
long as you practice these things, you will never stumble." 

 
Romans 8:28-30 -- "And we know that God causes all things to work 

together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also 
predestinated to become conformed to the image of His Son, that 
He might be the firstborn among many brethren; and whom He 
predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He 
also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified." 

 
3.  It is to a specific end 

 
Internal calling is purposive; i.e., it looks beyond itself to God's purposes in 

calling sinners to Christ. 
 
I Corinthians 1:9 -- "God is faithful, through whom you were called into 

fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord." 
 
Galatians 5:13 -- "For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not 

turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love 
serve one another." 

 
Ephesians 4:1-4 -- "'I therefore the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to 

walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing 
forbearance to one another in love, being diligent to preserve the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one 
spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling." 

 
I Thessalonians 4:7 -- "For God has not called us for the purpose of 

impurity, but in sanctification." 
 
I Timothy 6:12 -- "Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life 

to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the 
presence of many witnesses." 

 
I Peter 3:9 -- "not returning evil for evil, or insult for insult, but giving a 

blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you 
might inherit a blessing"
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