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wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 
The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom 
was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. At 
midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!' 
Then all, the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamp!. The foolish ones 
said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.' 'No,' 
they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to 
those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.' But while they were on 
their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were 
ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 
Later the others also came. 'Sir! sir!' they said. 'Open the door for us!' But 
he replied, 'I tell you the truth, I don't know you.' Therefore keep watch, 
because you do not know the day or the hour." 

 
3.  Miraculous Faith 

 
This kind of faith is a belief in the reality and power of the truth of miracles, 

accompanied by awe and respect. It does not touch the sin question, and does not 
recognize the need of conversion. It abstracts and discards from the miracle its truth 
value and absolutizes its wonder-working aspect, thereby missing the teaching 
significance of the miracle as an attestation of the Word of God. Thus it avoids 
personal application of that Word. 

 
Matthew 7:21-23 -- "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 
Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evil-doers!' " 

 
John 8:30-47, 53-59 -- "Even as he spoke, many put their faith in him. To the Jews 

who had believed him, Jesus said, 'If you hold to my teaching, you are really 
my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.' They 
answered him 'We are Abraham's descendants and have never been slaves of 
anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?' Jesus replied, 'I tell you 
the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no permanent 
place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. So if the Son sets you free, 
you will be free indeed. I know you are Abraham's descendants. Yet you are 
ready to kill me, because you have no room for my word. I am telling you what I 
have seen in the Father's presence, and you do what you have heard from your 
father.' 'Abraham is our father,' they answered. 'If you were Abraham's 
children,' said Jesus, 'then you would do the things Abraham did. As it is, you 
are determined to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from 
God. Abraham did not do such things. You are doing the things your own father 
does.' 'We are not illegitimate children,' they protested. 'The only Father we 
have is God himself.' Jesus said to them, 'If God were your
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