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styles, evincing their social, cultural, educational and vocational
backgrounds. They employ varied vocabularies, use different
grammatical constructions, prefer distinct types of discourse (narrative,
descriptive, explanatory or argumentative), and even display differing
degrees of psychological and emotional depth. Thus their writings reveal
something of the human authors, as well as something of the divine
Author of Scripture. This element may be found in many instances, both
in the Old and New Testaments.

The Effects Resulting from the Act of Inspiration

Earlier we proposed that the Bible also has something to say concerning
the effects resulting from the act of inspiration. Let us proceed to these.

1. The first effect may be expressed thusly: all Scripture is the Word of
God. 2 Tim 3:16 tells us that all Scripture is God-breathed. The effect of
God's breathing out of Scripture is that all of Scripture is His Word. This
seeming truism takes on meaning as we consider one important fact:
Scripture includes statements made by Satan, by demons, by ungodly
men, and by godly men speaking foolishly, as well as the record of
ordinary, garden-variety history. But (and this is what is important) as a
result of inspiration all of Scripture is the Word of God! The apostle Paul
echoes this effect when he tells the believers at Corinth, "If anyone
thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the things which
I write to you are the Lord's commandment” (1 Cor 14:37).

2. The second effect may be expressed thusly: all of Scripture is
profitable for the complete equipping of the man of God for life and
godliness. This effect is found in 2 Tim 3:16-17, where we read that "all
Scripture (is) God-breathed and (is) profitable for teaching, for refutation
of error, for correction of faults, for discipline in righteousness, that the
man of God may be fully qualified, having been equipped for every good
work." This matter of profitableness occasions a question which
frequently has arisen in recent discussion of Scripture: are there degrees
of profitableness? And if so, are there degrees of inspiration?

This question may be highlighted by two quotations from Dewey
Beegle's The Inspiration of Scripture. He states:

Some of the great hymns are practically on a par with the
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