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\62 Understanding the Bible

the Old Testament which the apostles had; but that we can also be
assured that what we have is the inspired, true, authoritative, infallible,
trustworthy, and powerful Word of the living God! May the divine
Author of Scripture himself fill us with this confidence and this
assurance!

Part Two:
Inspiration, "Inspiredness"
and the Proclamation of God's Word Today:
A Modest Second Step

The Problem Illustrated

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in
righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate,
equipped for every good work.

2 Tim 3:16-17

It seems eminently fitting that the apostle Paul, having written these
tremendous words concerning the inspiration and profitableness of
Scripture, should go right on to write:

I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of
Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and
by His appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; be
ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort, with great patience and instruction. For the time
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but
wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate
for themselves teachers in accordance with their own
desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and
will turn aside to myths.

2 Tim 4:14

Here Paul charges Timothy to preach the word, to preach sound doctrine,
and to preach the truth. The connection between the last two verses of
chapter 3, and the first four verses of chapter 4, seems unavoidable:
because all Scripture is inspired and profitable, therefore preach the
word!

Of course it should be recognized that the Scripture which Timothy had
in
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