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The fourth principle is simply this: the Holy Spirit is that Person of the
Trinity who implements the purposes of God in every age. In the
orthodox doctrine of the Trinity we stress both oneness of essence and
plurality of Persons; and we also distinguish essential equality and
economic subordination. Although Father, Son, and Spirit are equally
God, yet they do different things in the outworking of the Plan and
Purpose of God. To employ a very imperfect analogy, in moving the
great ocean liner of the Purpose of the triune God toward its goal, the
Father functions as captain, the Son functions as chief executive officer,
and the Spirit functions as the crew. The captain gives orders; the chief
executive officer goes to carry out the orders and to see that they are
completed; and the crew does the work and fulfills the tasks assigned to
them.

Although all three Persons of the Trinity are active in the divine works of
creation, providence, redemption, and judgment, nevertheless they do
different things in the carrying out of these works. In the work of
redemption, for example, the Father initiates redemption by sending His
beloved Son into the world, the Son accomplishes redemption by
becoming incarnate and by making an atonement for our sins, and the
Spirit applies redemption by uniting us to Christ and to the benefits of
His atoning work. Throughout the Bible it is the Holy Spirit who
implements the plans of the Trinity. He is the one who does the work, as
far as carrying the purposes of God into effect. He is the one who gets
the job done, in the sense of bringing it into actuality. Although He is not
merely a power or an influence but a real, living Person, nevertheless He
is the power of God, the one who exerts energy and exercises efficiency
to move the purposes of the godhead toward fulfillment in every age.

Now, having enunciated these principles as preliminary to our study, let
us proceed to the ministries of regeneration and indwelling, particularly
as these relate to Old Testament saints.

The Holy Spirit's Ministry of Regeneration
During the Old Testament Period

Recent Opinion on the Question
Since the term "recent" is somewhat relative, I will arbitrarily define the

recent period as beginning with the publication in 1948 of Lewis Sperry
Chafer's Systematic Theology and continuing until the present. Since I
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