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Indwelling is thus the Holy Spirit's continuance of that new relationship 
and ministry begun in regeneration. 
 
With this definition in hand, let us look at the controversial question. 
 
Old Testament Experience of Indwelling 
 
Although there are some seven Old Testament references which could be 
cited as support for Old Testament indwelling, they are not conclusive. 
For the sake of the record I will mention them: Gen 41:38, Num 27:18, 
Isa 63:11, Ezek 11:19, 36:26,27, and Hag 2:5. However, I believe a 
stronger approach to the question can be made in two directions: first, by 
connecting our proposed definition of indwelling with the Old Testament 
experience of regeneration; and second, by carefully examining John 
14:16-17. 
 
If indwelling is not a movement of the Holy Spirit in space from the 
outside to the inside of the believer's body, but is rather a change of 
relationship which is begun in regeneration, involving the sustaining of 
the spiritual life imparted in regeneration, then two questions must be 
asked: (1) Were Old Testament believers regenerated? (2) Could Old 
Testament believers, by their own abilities and powers, sustain spiritual 
life in themselves? If they were regenerated, and if they could not sustain 
spiritual life in themselves, then they must have been indwelt by the 
Spirit of God. For just as human beings cannot sustain their own physical 
life, but are totally dependent upon God for every heartbeat and every 
breath, so those who have been made spiritually alive cannot sustain their 
own spiritual life, but are totally dependent upon God for every spiritual 
heartbeat and breath. But this is nothing else than the Holy Spirit's 
ministry of indwelling, in which He enters into saving relationship with 
the believer and sustains the life imparted in regeneration. 
 
John 14:16-17 is usually adduced as strong support for the position that 
denies indwelling to Old Testament believers. A curious thing happens, 
however, upon closer examination of this passage and its teaching. In 
fact it is possible to read this passage in the same version in two entirely 
different ways, simply by emphasizing different words, and to come out 
with two quite different interpretations. 
 
One way to read John 14:16-17 is as follows 
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