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at the thought of losing their Master, of no longer having Him there with 
them. And they were filled with apprehension and fear; and felt almost 
lost at the prospect of being without their Leader. How could they carry 
on without His presence, without His direction and truth and example? 
And so Christ promised to send the Holy Spirit to them as a Comforter, 
both to comfort them in their loss of His physical presence, and to help 
them in their need after His departure. 
 
Now let us read John 14:16-17 once more, in the light of these 
considerations, and in an overly literal translation: 
 

And I will ask the Father and He will give you another 
Comforter [or, Helper], in order that He may be with you 
always -- the Spirit of truth, whom the world is not able to 
receive because it is neither beholding Him or knowing 
Him. You are knowing Him, because He is remaining with 
you, and shall be in [or, among] you. 

 
Now we are able to see truths in this passage which we perhaps have not 
been able to see before. Christ says that unbelievers have no experiential 
knowledge of the Holy Spirit, but that His disciples have an experiential 
knowledge of the Holy Spirit. Christ says that unbelievers are not able to 
receive the Holy Spirit, but that His disciples are able to receive the Holy 
Spirit; in fact, they have already received the Holy Spirit, and He is 
already remaining with them. Christ says that after His departure from 
them into heaven, His disciples will receive the Holy Spirit in the 
capacity of comforter and Helper, and that He (the Comforter and 
Helper) will remain with them and in (or among) them always. Thus our 
Lord was telling His disciples that the Holy Spirit, whom they already 
knew, whom they had already received, who was already remaining with 
them, would be remaining with them forever; and that since our Lord 
would soon be leaving them, He was sending the Holy Spirit to them in a 
new relationship; namely, that of a Comforter and Helper after Christ's 
departure. To put it another way, the Holy Spirit, who was already 
related to them in various ways, who was already indwelling them and 
sustaining spiritual life in them, would come to them in a new 
relationship, to comfort them and help them after Christ's departure. 
 
I would thus propose that Old Testament believers were both regenerated 
and indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Old Testament saints, before they became 
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