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a vivid sense of their final and irreversible destruction ....
The Bible repeatedly uses the language of death,
destruction, ruin, and perishing when speaking of the fate
of the wicked. It uses the imagery of fire consuming (not
torturing) what is thrown into it. The images of fire and
destruction together strongly suggest annihilation rather
than unending torture. It creates the impression that eternal
punishment refers to a divine judgment whose results
cannot be reversed rather than to the experience of being
tormented forever ....

2. Some advocates prefer to call their position conditional
immortality rather than annihilationism because it sounds
more positive to the ear. Underlying the doctrine of
annihilation, after all, is a belief in conditional
immortality, the understanding that our immortality is not
a natural attribute of humankind but God's gift .... Belief in
the natural immortality of the soul, which is so widely held
by Christians, although stemming more from Plato than
the Bible, really drives the traditional doctrine of hell more
than exegesis does. Consider the logic: if souls must live
forever because they are naturally immortal, the lake of
fire must be their home forever and cannot be their
destruction. In the same way, the second death would have
to be a process of everlasting dying and not a termination
of existence which is impossible. I am convinced that the
hellenistic belief in the immortality of the soul has done
more than anything else ... to give credibility to the
doctrine of the everlasting conscious punishment of the
wicked ....

Belief in the immortality of the soul has long attached
itself to Christian theology .... The Bible teaches no such
thing. The soul is not an immortal substance that has to be
placed somewhere if it rejects God. The Bible states that
God alone has immortality (1 Tim 6:16) and that
everlasting life is something God gives to humanity by
grace (1 Cor 15:51-55). Eternal life is not something we
possess by any natural right according to Scripture.
Immortality is not inherent in human beings .... Rather
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