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HAT 5:32 but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the
cause of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced
woman commits adultery.

On the surface of it, Jesus seems to be contradicting the old Testament
and giving a higher New Testament revelation concerning divorce. But is He?
Or is He correcting a mistranslation of Deuteronomy 24:1-4, which
mistranslation seems to have been the interpretation of the Pharisees of
Jesus' day?

In the A.V.'s translation of Deuteronomy 4:1-4 we read:

When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass
that she find no favor in his eyes, because he hath found some
uncleanness In her; then let him write her a bill of divorcement and

give it in her hand, and send her out of his house. And when she is

departed out of his house, she may go and be another man's wife. And if
the latter husband hate her, and write her a bill of divorcement, and

giveth it in her hand, and sendeth her out of his house; or if the latter
husband die, which took her to be his wife; Her former husband, which
sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife, after that she is
defiled; for that is abomination before the Lord: and thou shalt not
cause the land to sin, which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an
inheritance.

In the NASB's translation of Deuteronomy 4:1-4 we read:

When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she
finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her,
and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and
sends her out from his house, and she leaves his house and goes and
becomes another man's wife, and if the latter husband turns against her
and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends
her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies who took her to be
his wife, then her former husband who sent her away is not allowed to
take her again to be his wife since she has been defiled; for that Is an
abomination before the Lord, and you shall not bring sin on the land
which the Lord your God gives you as an inheritance.

And in the Mlv's translation of Deuteronomy 4:1-4 we read:

If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he
finds something indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate of
divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, and if after she leaves
his house she becomes the wife of another man, and her second husband dislikes
her and writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her
from his house, or if he dies, then her first husband who divorced her, is
not allowed to marry her again after she has been defiled That would be
detestable in the eyes of the Lord. Do not bring sin upon the land the Lord

your God is giving you as an inheritance.

In conditional statements there are two parts: the protasis (condition or

conditions) and the apodosis (the conclusion). The word "if" or "when"

usually signals a condition, and the word "then usually signals the
conclusion.
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