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eroded out of those cultures in which Judaeo-Christian moral
principles have had a substantlal (i{f not controlling) influence,
what will take its place? Wwhat will serve as a norm of civil
conduct to keep human beings from hurting each other, to enhance
cooperation, and to foster clvic peace and good order? How can the
spread of lawlessness In its varlous forms be challenged and perhaps
checked, 1f the Law of God is discarded, set aside, and not taught
In and by the churches?

with respect to the gecond use of the Law, certaln questions must be
asked:

(a]l How shall sin be defined? Wwill there be any objective
standard by which to determine what sin i1s? Romans 3:20 says that
"by the law is the knowledge of sin." If the Law of God Is not
dlssemlnated, how will men know what sin ls, or recognlze It In
themselves?

[b] How shall we contlinue to speak meaningfully of the Atonement
of Christ as a satisfaction to divine justice in our behalf, in
terms of Christ's bearing of the gullt and penalty of our
transgression of the Law of God? How shall we contlnue to speak
meaningfully of Christ's active and passive obedlence to the Law of
God In our stead?

(c] How shall justification be defined, in terms of the imputation
to belleving sinners of Chrlist's perfect obedlence to the Law of God
and perfect satlsfaction of the penalty of the broken Law?

(d] since the Law was glven through Moses to Israel, and served as
a schoolmaster to lead Jews to Christ, can It serve that same
function among Gentiles? Can it be used by the Holy Spirit to
convict Gentiles of thelir sin and lead them to Christ? If so, and
if it is not preached or taught, will that function be fulfilled
among Gentlle unbellevers? How?

with respect to the third use of the Law, what 1s to functlon as a
rule of 1ife 1f not the Law of God? If It be sald that Christians
have enough teachlng and exhortation In the New Testament to last

them a lifetime, the question may be raised whether this Includes

New Testament reiterations of the 0ld Testament moral law.

If 1t still be affirmed that Christians have nothing to do with the Ten
Commandments, but are responsible for the moral princlples that underlle
those Commandments, then two questions must be asked:

[a] How can a Christian preach and teach and apply the moral
principles that underlie the Ten Commandments without teaching the
meaning and implications of those Commandments?

[(b] In what way(s) will the preaching, teaching, and application of
the "eternal moral law of God" differ from the preaching, teachlng,
and application of the Ten Commandments?
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