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Aamram married his aunt, and the daughters of Zelophehad married thelr
flrst cousins, but later God revealed to Moses degrees of consanguinity
within which the Israelltes were not to marry. By the time of Jesus
polygamy no longer existed, and forbidden degrees of consanguinity were
Eirmly established.

. Summary of the scriptural teaching concerning divorce

If dlvorce 1s a legal dlssolutlon of the marrlage bond, then we must
ask 1f there are any proper grounds for such a dissolution. Jesus
mentions immorallty (Matthew 19:9); Paul mentlons the death of one of the
spouses (Romans 7:13); and Paul also mentions desertion by an unbelieving
spouse (I Corinthlans 7:15) as grounds for dlssolutlon of the marriage
bond. Death automatlically dlssolves the marriage bond; lmmorality or
desertlon provide proper grounds for divorce, but do not automatically
dissolve the bond. Immorallty and definltive desertlon provide
sufficlent grounds for dlvorce, but not necessary grounds. Dlvorce 1s
optional, not obligatory, for the lnnocent spouse. If it be objected
that there are no lnnocent partles, a twofold response ls avallable: (a)
all fallen human beings, Including bellevers, are Imperfect and sinful;
and (b) the lnnocent party Ls the one who does not commit adultery or
desert his or her spouse; the guilty party 1s the one who does. There
may be some contrlbutory responsibllity Ln the plcture that will color
Lnnocence or mitigate guilt, but the principlal issues are clear cut.

Throughout the 01d Testament period divorce was tolerated but not
approved. At the time of Christ's earthly minlstry the rabbls were
sharply divided as to whether divorce was permissible only for certaln
causes or for any cause. Jesus reminded His hearers that God's plan for
marriage from the very beginning was to join one man to one woman for
life, and that no human being should attempt to tear apart what God had
joined together! Our Lord makes it clear that the writ of divorce
mentioned ln Deuteronomy 24:1-4 and Isalah 50:1, and the act of divorce
mentioned in Jeremiah 3:1-8 and Malachi 2:11-16, are not approved by God
but permitted and tolerated by Him because of the hardness of men's

hearts.

some of Christ's statements In Matthew 5 and 19, Mark 10, and Luke
16 seem to require explanation. It may help to keep three concepts In
mind as we attempt to understand these texts:

(1) The concept of adultery -- which means having sexual relations
outside the marriage bond

(2) The concept of improper grounds for divorce -- which do not
dissolve the marriage bond

(3) The concept of the appearance of adultery -- whether or not one
has actually committed it

In Matthew 5:31-32 a man who divorces his wife on Improper grounds
makes her appear as though she had committed adultery; and a man who
marries a woman who has been divorced on improper grounds commits
adultery with her, since she is still married to her husband.
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