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Since archaeology indicates so convincingly that man has been on the earth
much more than 6,000 years, the defender of the trustworthiness of the Genesis
record should be thankful that a careful study of the Biblical data does not lead
to the conclusion that the Ussher chronology must be accepted as taught in
Scripture; and he should therefore recognize that to insist on the acceptance of
that chronology is to place a stumblingblock in the way of those who sincerely
desire to accept the Book of Genesis as historically reliable.

-- Oswald T. Allis, The Five Books of Moses, Second Edition (Philadelphia: The
Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company, 1949), pp. 295-298.

Benjamin B. Warfield, in his article "On the Antiquity and the Unity of the Human
Race," published in The Princeton Theological Review in 1911, writes the following:

The question of the antiquity of man has of itself no theological significance.
it is to theology, as such a matter of entire indifference how long man has
existed on earth. It is only because of the contrast which has been drawn
between the short period which seems to be allotted to human history. In the
Biblical narrative, and the tremendously long period which certain schools of
scientific speculation have assigned to the duration of human life on earth, that
theology has become interested in the topic at all. There was thus created the
appearance of a conflict between the Biblical statements and the findings of
scientific investigators, and it became the duty of theologians to investigate the
matter. The asserted conflict proves, however, to be entirely fictitious. The Bible
does not assign a brief span to human history; this is done only by a particular
mode of interpreting the Biblical data, which is found on examination to rest on
no solid basis. It must be confessed, indeed, that the impression is readily taken
from a prima facie view of the Biblical record of the course of human history, that
the human race is of comparatively recent origin. it has been the usual
supposition of simple Bible readers, therefore, that the Biblical data allow for the
duration of the life of the human race on earth only a paltry six thousand years or
so: and this supposition has become fixed in formal chronological schemes which
have become traditional and have even been given a place in the margins of our
Bibles to supply the chronological framework of the Scriptural narrative . ... On a
more careful scrutiny of the data on which these calculations rest, however, they
are found not to supply a satisfactory basis for the constitution of a definite
chronological scheme. These data consist largely, and at the crucial points solely,
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