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Mesaic Law = page 43

F. Exposition of the Individual Cemmandments

Preface: Exodus 20:1-2 -~ "And God spoke all these words, saying, 'I am Je-
hevah yeur Ged who brought you out of the land ef Mizraim (Egypt), fram
the house of slaves;!' "

Here at the very beginning the Lerd reminds the Israelites that He
chose them ("I am your Ged') and redeemed them (by the bleod of the Pass-
over lamb, which marked their ceming out of Egypt) and delivered them frasm
bondslavery ("brought yeu sut''), All ef this places them under a great
debt of gratitude to Him for His grace and mercy.

1. The First Cemmandment
Exedus 20:3 == ""There shall net be for ysu other gods befere My face’

a. What are ether gods? (b’:lﬁ'.!_ﬁs n’tf“?ﬁ )

In a mere cencrete sense, ''other gods' doubtless refers to the geds
of Egypt and of the ether natiens.

In a more abstract sense, '"ether gods' ceuld refer te the follewing:

(1) anything that claims to have ultimate centrel sver events in
the unfverse or in our lives

(2) anything te which we perform religieous wership and service

(3) any ene or any thing that we leve mere than anything else
in the werld

(4) any ene er any thing in which we place eur trust, eur cenfi-
dence, fer salvation

b. What dees '"hefere My face' mean? ( sgg - .?}.7. )

Here the idea does net appear te be that feund in Henetheism, i.e.,
that the Israelites can have ether gods that they worship and serve,
so leng as these geds do net assume first place in their lives (the
concept that could be suggested by seme versions' transiation of the
relavant words as ""before Me," as those words are currently understoed).
Rather, the idea in the text appears to be that the Israelites are te
have no other gods, periedl

¢e What is positively implied in this cemmandment?

When we combine the first commandment with the preface, it appears
that the Lerd is strongly implying ""You shall have Mel' !''Yeu shall
have Me as the one true and living Ged; and yeu shall wership and
serve Me as your Creater, Redeemer, Judge, and Kingl"
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