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ETHICS

Thirds We affirm that moral values derive their source from human experience,
Ethics is autonomous and situationaL needing no theological or Ideelogical sanc
tion, Ethics stems from human need and interest. To deny this distorts the
whole basis of life. Human life has meaning because we create and develop our
futures. Happiness and the creative realization of human needs and desires, in

dividually and in shared enjoyment, are continuous themes of humanism. We strive
for the good life, here and now. The goal is to pursue life's enrichment despite
debasing forces of vulgarization, commercialization, bureaucratization, and de
hunanizati on.

Fourth Reason and intelligence are the most effective instruments that human.
kind posTsesses. There is no substitute: neither faith nor passion suffices in
itself. The controlled use of scientific methods, which have transformed the
natural and social sciences since the Renaissance, must be extended further in
the solution of human problems. But reason must be tempered by humility, since
no group has a monopoly of wisdom or virtue. Nor is there any guarantee that
all problems can be solved or all questions answered. Yet critical intelligence,
infused by a sense of human caring, is the best method that humanity has for re

solving problems. Reason should be balanced with compassion and empathy and the
whale person fulfilled. Thus, we are not advocating the use of scientific in

telligence independent of or in opposition to emotion, for we believe in the cul
tivation of feeling and love. As science pushes back the boundary of the known,
one's sense of wonder is continually renewed, and art, poetry, and music find
their places, along with religion and ethics.

THE INDIVIDUAL

Fifths The preciousness and dignity of the individual person is a central hu

manist value. Individuals should be encouraged to realize their own creative
talents and desires. We reject all religious, ideological, or moral codes that

denigrate the individual, suppress freedom, dull intellect, dehumanize personality.
We believe in maximum individual autonomy consonant with social responsibility.
Although science can account for the causes of behavior, the possibilities of in
dividual freedom of choice exist in human life and should be increased.

Sixth In the area of sexuality, we believe that intolerant attitudes, often
cultivated by orthodox religions and puritanical cultures, unduly repress seual

conduct. The right to birth control, abortion, and divorce should be recognized.
While we do not approve of exploitive, denigrating forms of sexual expression,
neither do we wish to prohibit, by law or social sanction, sexual behavior be

tween consenting adults. The many varieties of sexual exploration should not in
themselves be considered "evil." Without countenancing mindless permissiveness
or unbridled promiscuity, a civilized society should be a tolerant one. Short of

harming others or compelling them to do likewise, individuals should be permitted
to express their sexual proclivities and pursue their life-styles as they desires
We wish to cultivate the development of a responsible attitude toward sexuality,
in which humans are not exploited as sexual objects, and in which intimacy., sen

sitivity, respect, and honesty in interpersonal relations are ecourasad. Moral
education or children and adults is an important way of develàping wireness
and sexual maturity.




DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY

Seventh To enhance freedom and dignity the individual must experience a full

range of civil liberties in all societies. This includes freedom of speech and
the press, political democracy, the legal right of opposition to governmental
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