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HUMANITY AS A WHOLE

In closing: The world cannot wait for a reoonciliation of competing political
or economic systems to solve its problems, These are the times for men and wo-
men of good will to further the building of a peaceful and prosperous world, We
urge that parochfal loyalties and inflexible moral and religious ideologies be
transcended, We urge recognition of the common humanity of all people, We fur-
ther urge the use of reason and compassion to produce the kind of world we want
v=a world in whioch peace, prosperity, freedom, and happiness are widely shared,
Let us not abandon that vision in despair or cowardice. We are responsible for
what we are pr will be, Let us work together for a humane world by means com-
mensurate with humane ends, ODeatructive ideological differences among communism,
capitalism, socialism, conservatism, liberalism, and radicalism should be over=
come, Let us call for an end to terror and hatred, We will survive and prosper
only in a world of shared humane values, We can inftiate new directions for
humankind, ancient rivalries can be superseded by broad-based cooperative efforts,
The commitment to tolerance, understanding, and peaceful negotiation does not
necessftate acquiescence to the status quo nor the damming up of dynamic and re-
volutionary forces, The true revolution is occurring and can continue in counte
less nonsviolent adjustments, But this entails the willingness to step forward
onto new and expanding plateaus, At the present juncture of history, commitment
to all humankind {s the highest commitment of which we are capable; it transcends
the narrow allegiances of church, state, party, class, or race in moving toward
a wider vision of human potentiality, What more daring a goal for humankind than
for each person to become, in ideal as well as practice, a citizen of a world
community, It is a classical vision; we can now give it new vitality, Humanism
thus interpreted fs a moral force that has time on its side. We believe that
humankind has the potential intelligence, good will, and cooperative skill to im=
plement this cormitment in the decades ahead,

We, the undersigned, while not necessarily endorsing every detail of the above,
pledge our general support to Humanist Manifesto Il for the future of humank{nd,
These affirmations are not a final credo or dogma but an expression of a living
and growing faith, We invite others in all lands to join us in further developing
and working for these goals,

The following are the original signers of Humanist MNanifesto II:

Lionel Abel, P’rof., of English, State Univ, of New York at Buffalo
Khoren Arisian, Board of Leaders, 1lY Soc, for Ethical Culture
Isaac Asimov, author

George Axtelle, Prof. Emeritus, Southern Illinois Univ.

Archie J, Bahm, Prof, of Philosophy Emeritus, Unive. of N.M,

Paul H, Beattie, Pres., Fellowship of Religious Humanists

Keith Beggs, Exec., Dir., American Humanist Association

Malcolm Bissell, Prof, Emeritus, Univ. of Southern California

H. J. Blackham, Chm., Social Morality Council, Great Britain
Brand Blanshard, Prof, Emeritus, Yale University

Paul Blanshard, author

Joseph L. Blau, Prof. of Religion, Columbia University

Sir Hermann Bondi, Prof. of Math,, King's Coll., Univ. of London
Howard Box, Leader, Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture

Raymond B, Bragg, Minister Emer., Unitarian Ch., Kansas City
Theodore Brameld, Visiting Prof., C.U.N.Y.

Lester R, Brown, Senfor Fellow, Overseas Development Council
Bette Chambers, Pres., American llumanist Association

John Ciardi, poet
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