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supernatural claims. We recognize the importance of religious experience: that experi
ence that redirects and gives meaning to the lives of human beings. We deny, however,
that such experiences have anything to do with the supernatural. We are doubtful of
traditional views of God and divinity. Symbolic and mythological interpretations of
religion often serve as rationalizations for a sophisticated minority, leaving the bulk
of mankind to flounder in theological confusion. We consider the universe to be a dy
namic scene of natural forces that are most effectively understood by scientific inquiry.
We are always open to the discovery of new possibilities and phenomena in nature. how
ever, we find that traditional views of the existence of God either are meaningless,
have not yet been demonstrated to be true, or are tyrannically exp'oitative. Secular
humanists may t agnostics, atheists, rationalists, or skeptics, but they find insuf
ficient evidence for the claim that some divine purpose exists for the universe. They
reject the idea that God has intervened miraculously in history or revealed himself to
a chosen few, or that he can save or redeem sinners. They believe that men and women
are free and are responsible for their own destinies and that they cannot look toward
some transcendent Being for salvation. We reject the divinity of Jesus, the divine mis
sion of hoses, Mohammed, and other latter-day prophets and saints of the various sects
and denominations. We do not accept as true the literal interpretation of the Old and
New Testaments, the Koran, or other allegedly sacred religious documents, however impor
tant they may be as literature. Religions are pervasive sociological phenomena, and re
ligious myths have long perished in human history. In spite of the fact that human be
ings have found religions to t uplifting and a source of solace, we do not find their
theological claims to be true. Religions have made negative as well as positive con
tributions toward the development of human civilization. Although they have helped to
build hospitals and schools and, at their best, have encouraged the spirit of love and
charity, many have also caused human suffering by being intolerant of those who did not
accept their dogmas or creeds. Some religions have been fanatical and repressive, nar
rowing human hopes, limiting aspirations, and precipitating religious wars and violence.
While religions have no doubt offered comfort to the bereaved and dying by holding forth
the promise of an immortal life, they have also aroused morbid fear and dread. We have
found no convincing evidence that there is a separable "soul or that it exists before
birth or survives death. We must therefore conclude that the ethical life can be lived
without the illusions of immortality or reincarnation. Human beings can develop the
self-confidence necessary to ameliorate the human condition and to lemeaningful, pro
ductive lives.




7. Reason We view with concern the current attack by nonsecularists on reason and
science. We are committed to the uses of the rational methods of inquiry, logic, and
evidence in developing knowledge and testing claims to truth. Since human beings are
prone to err, we are open to the modification of all principles, including those gov
erning inquiry, believing that they may be in need of constant correction. Although
not so naive as to believe that reason and science can easily solve all human problems,
we nonetheless contend that they can make a major contribution to human knowledge and
can be of benefit to humankind. We know of no better substitute for the cultivation of
human intelligence.

8. Science and Technology. We believe the scientific method, though imperfect, is
still the most reliable way of understanding the world. Hence, we look to the natural,
biological, social, and behavioral sciences for knowledge of the universe and
place within it. Modern astronomy and physics hae opened up exciting new dimensions of
the universe; they have enabled humankind to explore the universe by means of space
travel. Biology and the social and behavioral sciences have expanded our understand
ing of human behavior. We are thus opposed in principle to any efforts to censor or
limit scientific research without an overriding reason to do so.

While we are aware of, and oppose, the abuses of misapplied technology and its pos
sible harmful consequences for the natural ecology of the human environment, we urge
resistance to unthinking efforts to limit technological or scientific advances. We
appreciate the great benefits that science and technology (especially basic and applied
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