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and afflicted them, But it came about when the judge died, that they would turn

back and act more corruptly than their fathers, in following other gods to serve

them and bow down to them; they did not abandon thelr practices or their stubborn
wayse. So the anger of the Lord burned against Ic<rael, and He sald, 'Because this
nation has transgressed My covenent which I commanded their fathers, and has not

fistened to My voice, I also will no longer drive out before them any of the na=

tions which Joshua left when he died"

Following Joshua's death, the children of Israel rejected the Lord and
served the gods whom they chose to serve, Thus they became their own final
authority, knowing and determining on their own what was good and what was
evil, God's hand was turned against them, and His anger burned toward them!

(6) Judges 21:25 "In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was

right in his own eyes,"

There was no leader in Israel, as there had been in the days of Moses and
Joshua, Although God raised up judges who delivered Israel from oppression
from time to time, everyone basically did what was right in his own eyes in
the moral sphere, the ceremonial sphere, and the civic sphere of life,

(7) II Kings 21:1-16 'Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he

reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Hephgibah. And
he did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to the abominations of the nations
whom the Lord dispossessed before the sons of Israel, For he rebuilt the high
places which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; and he erected altars for Baal

and made an Asherah, as Ahab king of Israel had done, and worshiped all the host
of heaven and served them, And he built altars in the house of the Lord, of which
the Lord had said, 'In Jerusalem I will put My name.' For he built altars for

all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the Lorde And he made
his son pass through the fire, practiced witchcraft and used divination, and dealt
with mediums and spiritists, He did much evil in the sight of the Lord provoking
Him to anger. Then he set the carved image of Asherch that he had made, in the
house of which the Lord said to David and to his son Solemon, 'In this house and
in Jerusalem, which I have chosen from all the tribes of Israel, I will put My
name forever. And I will not make the feet of Israel wander anymore from the

land which I gave their fathers, if only they will observe to do according to all
that I have commanded them, and according to all the law that My servant Moses
commanded them,! But they did not listen, and Manasseh scduced them to do evil
more than the nations whom the Lord destroyed btefore the sons of Israsl, MNow the
Lord spoke through His servants the prophets, saying, 'Because Manasseh king of
Judah has done these abominations, having done wickedly more than all the Amorites
did who were before him, and has also made Judah sin with his fdols; therefore
thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, 'Behold, I am bringing such calamity on
Jerusalem and Judah, that whoever hears of it, both his ears shall tingles And I
will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria and plummet of the house of Ahab,
and I will wipe Jerusalem as one wipes a dish, wiping it and turning it upside
down, And I will abandon the remnant of My inheritaxce and deliver them into the
hand of their enemies, and they shall become as plunder and spoil to all their
enemiesy because they have done evil in My sight, and have teen provoking Me to
anger, since the day their fathers came from Egypt, even to this day.' ' Moreover,
Manasseh shed very much fnnocent blood until he had filled Jerusalem from one end
to another; besides his sin with which he made Judah sin, in doing evil in the
sight of the Lord."

Manasseh is representative of all the evil kings of Israel and Judah, only
more so. He rejected the Lord and provided his own answers to ultimate ques-
tions, worshipped false gods, buflt altars in the temple to the stars,
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