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2. The gift of miracles/healing
Dennis and Rita Bennett (pp. 127-131) write:

What did Jesus mean when He said that those who believe in Him would do
"greater things"? Some think it means that there will be many more miracles due
to the greater number of people who are filled with the Holy Spirit today. Others
think it could also mean new miracles will be done in addition to, and even
greater than, those recorded in the Bible. One thing is sure, that if Jesus meant
that believers would do new miracles, they would be according to the pattern
already set by the Lord, and would be according to the Scripture. There are
plenty of weird events taking place these days, as men and women experiment
with the occult and the psychic, that is to say with the powers of Satan, and the
Christian must not be deceived by them. The Scripture tells us that the followers
of the enemy will do "great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible,
they shall deceive the very elect" (Matt. 24:24 KJV; Mark 13:22).

However, miracles are happening today according to the pattern of the
Scriptures. In the book, Nine O'Clock in the Morning, we cited several cases in
which God strikingly altered the weather in response to believing prayer. There
are present-day examples of persons being transported physically in the Spirit as
Philip the Evangelist was in Acts 8:39-40. David duPlessis, perhaps the best-
known witness in the charismatic renewal, tells of such a miracle in his earlier
ministry. He and some other men were gathered in the garden outside a friend's
home, praying for another man who was lying in bed, seriously ill, about a mile
away.

"As we prayed," says David, "the Lord said to me: 'You are needed at that
man's bedside right away!l' | snatched up my hat and rushed ‘round the house
and out the front gate, but as | took one step out of the gate, my next step fell on
the front steps of the house a mile away, where our sick friend was! It startied me
greatly of course. | know that | was carried that mile instantly, because some
fifteen minutes later the rest of the men | had been praying with came puffing
down the road. They asked me: 'How did you get here so fast?"

David needed to get there immediately so God simply provided his
transportation!

In the last few years, what is perhaps the most powerful revival of New
Testament Christianity the world has ever seen is taking place in Indonesia. Well-
documented reports have been coming from there of miraculous events of the
same nature and magnitude as in the Bible. Thousands have been miraculously
fed on provisions for a few hundred, water has been turned to wine for the
purpose of Holy Communion, groups of Christians have walked on water in order
to cross rivers to proclaim the good news of Christ, to say nothing of thousands
healed, and many even raised from the dead. One might dismiss these reports as
fanciful, except they are confirmed by reliable witnesses, and often by Christians
who did not previously believe that such New Testament miracles could or would
take place today. Perhaps the strongest indirect evidence of the truth of these
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