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time. If he wants to be a parachute jumper, he's got to
jumpl! There's no other way! Don't back off at this point
as some do, and say:

"I guess God doesn't want me to have itl" It's you who
are holding back!

You may begin to speak, but only get out a few halting
sounds. That's wonderfull You've broken the "sound
barrier"l Keep on with those sounds. Offer them to
God. Tell Jesus you love Him in those "joyful noises"!
As you do, they will develop and grow into a fully
developed language. It may take days, or even weeks—
not because of God, but again, because of you. Ina
very real sense, any sound you make, offering your
tongue to God in simple faith, may be the beginning of
speaking in tongues. We have seen lives visibly
changed by the release of the Spirit brought through
one sound--one little syllable! If you have ever uttered
one such sound while trusting God the Holy Spirit to
guide you, from then on don't say: "l haven't spoken in
tongues yet,” but rather: "I'm beginning to speak in
tongues!” Remember the manifestations of the Spirit
are always God and us working together. "The Lord
working with them . . .with signs following" (Mark 16:20
KJV).

Then again you may begin to speak immediately in a
beautiful language. That's wonderful, too, but it doesn't
mean you're any holier than the othersl| It just means
that you are a little freer in your spirit, and less inhibited.
In any case, the thing to do is to keep on speaking-—-or
keep on trying to speak. . ..

There are some believers who have asked to be
baptized in the Holy Spirit, but have been unable to
begin to speak in tongues. They consider this to be
because God doesn't want them to do so; itisn't for
them. We find, however, that with proper explanation,
and answering of questions, and instruction, such
persons often will break through their inhibitions and
begin to speak in the Spirit. ..

We are convinced, from the Scriptures and after praying
with thousands of people to receive the baptism in the
Holy Spirit over the past ten years and more, that there

is no believer who cannot speak in tongues, if he or she
is properly prepared, and really ready to trust the Lord.
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