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SOURCES OF THEOLOGY 
 

SOURCE EXAMPLE PROPONENTS 
 

Reason 
 

Deism 
Edward Herbert of Cherbury 

John Toland 
Matthew Tindal 

Voltaire 
Rousseau 

Ethan Allen 
Thomas Jefferson 

 
 

Religious 
Experience 

 
Liberal Theology, 

 
Dialectical Theology, 
Existential Theology 

Liberation Theologies 
 

Quaker Theology 

Friedrich Schleiermacher 
Albrecht Ritschl 

Karl Barth 
Emil Brunner 

Rudolf Bultmann 
Paul TIllich 

Gustavo Gutierrez 
James H. Cone 

Rosemary Radford Reuther 
Letty M. Russell 
Robert Barclay 

 
 

Ecclesiastical 
Authority 

 
The Roman Catholic 

Church,  
 

The Orthodox Churches,  
 

The Cults 

The Bishops of Rome 
The Pope (since 1870) 

The Bishops of 
Constantinople 

Helena Blavatsky 
Annie Besant 

Mary Baker Eddy 
Max Heindel 

Charles and Myrtle Fillmore 
Baha'u'lah 

Emanuel Swedenborg 
Joseph Smith 

Charles Taze Russell 
Ellen G. White 

Sun Myung Moon 
Herbert W. Armstrong 

 
 

Revelation 
 

Evangelical Christianity 
Augustine 

Martin Luther 
John Calvin 

Charles Hodge 
Benjamin B. Warfield 

Carl F. H. Henry 
J. I. Packer 
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