
 
Systematic Theology I page 171  

 
X. The Supreme Judge, by which all controversies of religion are to be 

determined, and all decrees of councils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of men, 
and private spirits, are to be examined, and in whose sentence we are to rest, can be 
no other but the Holy Spirit speaking in Scripture.  

 
 

d.  Articles of Religion of the Reformed Episcopal Church in America (A. D. 1875) 
 

Article V 
 

Of the Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation 
 

All Scripture is given by the inspiration of God. Holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost: Holy Scripture is therefore the Word of God; not only 
does it contain the oracles of God, but it is itself the very oracles of God. And hence it 
containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is not read therein, 
nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be 
believed as an article of faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation....  

 
 

2.  The Inspiration of Scripture  
a.  Definitions of Inspiration 

(1)  By Benjamin B. Warfield, in The Inspiration and Authority of the Bible 
 

The Scriptures... are conceived by the writers of the New Testament as through 
and through God's book, in every part expressive of His mind, given through 
men after a fashion which does no violence to their nature as men, and 
constitutes the book also men's book as well as God's in every part expressive 
of the mind of its human authors.... The Biblical writers do not conceive of the 
Scriptures as a human product breathed into by the Divine Spirit, and thus 
heightened in its qualities or endowed with new qualities; but as a Divine 
product produced through the instrumentality of men. They do not conceive of 
these men, by whose instrumentality Scripture is produced, as working upon 
their own initiative, though energized by God to greater effort and higher 
achievement, but as moved by the Divine initiative and borne by the irresistible 
power of the Spirit of God along ways of His choosing to ends of His 
appointment. (p. 153) 
 
Inspiration is that extraordinary, supernatural influence (or, passively, the result 
of it,) exerted by the Holy Ghost on the writers of our Sacred Books, by which 
their words were rendered also the words of God, and, therefore, perfectly 
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