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[ll. PROVIDENCE

A.

Statements of the Doctrine

The French Confession of Faith, Artlcle 8, states:

We believe that he not only created all things, but that he governs and
directs them, disposing and ordaining by his sovereign will all that happens in the
world; not that he Is the author of evil, or that the guilt of it can be imputed to him,
as his will is the sovereign and infallible rule of all right and justice; but he hath
wonderful means of so making use of devils and sinners that he can turn to good
the evil which they do, and of which they are guilty. And thus, confessing that the
providence of God orders all things, we humbly bow before the secrets which are
hidden to us, without questioning what is above our understanding; but rather
making use of what is revealed to us in Holy Scripture for our peace and safety,
Inasmuch as God, who has all things in subjection to him, watches over us with a
Father's care, so that not a hair of our heads shall fail without his will. And yet he
restrains the devils and all our enemies, so that they can not harm us without his
leave.

The Belgic Confession, Article 13, states:

We believe that the same God, after he had created all things, did not
forsake them, or give them up to fortune or chance, but that he rules and governs
them, according to his holy will, so that nothing happens in this world without his
appointment; nevertheless, God neither is the author of, nor can be charged with,
the sins which are committed. For his power and goodness are so great and
incomprehensible, that he orders and executes his work in the most excellent
and just manner even when the devil and wicked men act unjustly. And as to
what he doth surpassing human understanding we will not curiously inquire Into it
further than our capacity will admit of; but with the greatest humility and
reverence adore the righteous judgments of God which are hid from us,
contenting ourselves that we are disciples of Christ, to learn only those things
which he has revealed to us in His Word without transgressing these limits.

This doctrine affords us unspeakable consolation, since we are taught
thereby that nothing can befall us by chance, but by the direction of our most
gracious and heavenly Father, who watches over us with a paternal care,
keeping all creatures so under his power that not a hair of our head (for they are
all numbered), nor a sparrow, can fail to the ground, without the will of our
Father, in whom we do entirely trust; being persuaded that he so restrains the
devil and all our enemies that, without his will and permission, they can not hurt
us.

The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 5, Sections 1 4, states:

I. God, the great Creator of all things, doth uphold, direct, dispose, and
govern all creatures, actions, and things, from the greatest even to the least, by
his most wise and holy providence, according to his Infallible foreknowledge and
the free and immutable
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