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2.

John

God was well pleased through the foolishness of the message
preached to save those who believe. For indeed Jews asks for
signs, and Greeks search for wisdom; but we preach Christ
crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness, but
to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God."

6:35-37, 43-45, 65 -- "Jesus said to them, 'l am the bread of life; he
who comes to Me shall not hunger, and he who believes in Me shall
never thirst. But | said to you, that you have seen Me, and yet do not
believe. All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me; and the one
who comes to Me | will certainly not cast out." . . . Jesus answered
and said to them, 'Do not grumble among yourselves. No one can
come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and | will
raise him up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, "And they
shall all be taught of God." Every one who has heard and learned
from the Father, comes to Me.". . . And He was saying, 'For this
reason | have said to you, that no one can come to Me, unless it has
been granted him from the Father.""

(Note John 12:32, which may be seen as providing a contrast
to internal calling: "And |, if | be lifted up from the earth, will draw all
men to Myself.")

Romans 9:14-18, 22-24 -- "What shall we say then? There is no injustice

It is effectual

with God, is there? May it never be! For He says to Moses, 'l will
have mercy on whom | have mercy, and | will have compassion on
whom | have compassion.' So then it does not depend on the man
who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy. For the
Scripture says to Pharaoh, 'For this very purpose | raised you up, to
demonstrate My power in you, and that My name night be
proclaimed throughout the whole earth.' So then He has mercy on
whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires . . . What if
God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His
power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath
prepared for destruction? And He did so in order that He might
make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which
He prepared beforehand for glory, even us, whom He also called,
not from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles."

This calling is not simply a verbal summons or a challenge; it actually secures a
positive and saving response from its hearers.

| Thessalonians 5:23-24 -- "Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify

you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved
complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass."

11 Peter 1:5-10 -- "Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in

your faith supply moral excellence, and in
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