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humiliation, even with my garment and my robe torn, and I fell on my 
knees and stretched out my hands to the Lord my God; and I said, O my 
God, I am ashamed and embarrassed to lift up my face to Thee, my God, 
for our iniquities have risen above our heads, and our guilt has grown 
even to the heavens. Since the days of our fathers to this day we have 
been in great guilt, and on account of our iniquities we, our kings and our 
priests have been given into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the 
sword, to captivity, and to plunder and to open shame, as it is this day. 
But now for a brief moment grace has been shown from the Lord our 
God, to leave us an escaped remnant and to give us a peg in His holy 
place, that our God may enlighten our eyes and grant us a little reviving in 
our bondage. For we are slaves; yet in our bondage, our God has not 
forsaken us, but has extended lovingkindness to us in the sight of the 
kings of Persia, to give us reviving to raise up the house of our God, and 
to restore its ruins, and to give us a wall in Judah and Jerusalem. And 
now, our God, what shall we say after this? For we have forsaken Thy 
commandments . . . And after all that has come upon us for our evil 
deeds and our great guilt, since Thou our God hast requited us less than 
our iniquities deserve, and hast given as an escaped remnant as this, 
shall we again break Thy commandments and intermarry with the peoples 
who commit these abominations? Wouldst Thou not be angry with us to 
the point of destruction, until there is no remnant nor any who escape?" 

 
Proverbs 28:13 -- "He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, But he 

who confesses and forsakes them will find compassion." 
 
Isaiah 55:6,7 -- "Seek the Lord while He may be found: 

Call upon Him while He is near. 
 Let the wicked forsake his way, 
And the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
 And let him return to the Lord, 
And He will have compassion on him; 
 And to our God, 
For He will abundantly pardon." 

 
Ezekiel 14:6 -- "Therefore say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord God, 

"repent and turn away from your idols, and turn your faces away from all 
your abominations." ' " 

 
Joel 2:12-23 -- "Yet even now, declares the Lord, 

Return to me with all your heart, 
 And with fasting, weeping, and mourning; 
And rend your heart and not your garments. 
 Now return to the Lord your God, 
For He is gracious and compassionate, 
 Slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness, 
And relenting of evil." 

 
Matthew 3:1-2, 7-8 -- "Now in those days John the Baptist came, preaching in 

the wilderness of Judea, saying, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.' . . . But when he saw
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