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blood; for they made My covenant void -- the addition to all your abominations .
... " Thus says the Lord God, "No foreigner, uncircumcised in heart and
uncircumcised in flesh, of all the foreigners who are among the sons of Israel,
shall enter my sanctuary." ' "

-- Acts 7:51-53 -- "You men who are stlffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears
are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did.
Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed
those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose
betrayers and murderers you have now become; you who received the law as
ordained by angels, and yet did not keep it."

-- Romans 2:28-29 -- "For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is
circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one
inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the
letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God."

Baptism signifies cleansing from sin
(see pp. 156-158, The Ordinance of Baptism)
Circumcision signified entrance into the true people of God

-- Genesis 17:9-14 -- "God said further to Abraham, 'Now as for you, you shall keep
My covenant, and you and your descendants after you throughout their
generations. This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you
and your descendants after you: every male among you shall be circumcised.
And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be the
sign of the covenant between Me and you. And every male among you who is
eight days old shall be circumcised throughout your generations, a servant who
is born in the house or who is bought with money from any foreigner, who is not
of your descendants. A servant who is born in your house or who is bought with
your money shall surely be circumcised; thus shall My covenant be in your
flesh for an everlasting covenant. But an uncircumcised male who is not
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his
people; he has broken My covenant.'"

-- Romans 4:9-12 -- "Is this blessing then upon the circumcised, or upon the
uncircumcised also? For we say, 'Faith was reckoned to Abraham as
righteousness.' How then was it reckoned? While he was circumcised, or
uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised; and he
received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which
he had while uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all who believe
without being circumcised, that righteousness might be reckoned to them, and
the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but
who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which he had
while uncircumcised.' "

Baptism signifies entrance into the true people of God

(See p. 156-158, The Ordinance of Baptism)
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