
rational objection. The armoury supplies a weapon for every
encounter. We are ready to give every man a reason of the
hope that is in us. Therefore, if held back by these doubts
from faith in Christ, you must give yourself, heart and soul,
to this momentous inquiry; " "

I. Summary of the doctrine

When we began the fuller development of our topic (which, incidentally, is

entitled "The Trinity: Fides Quarens Inte1lectui" -- faith seeking understanding),

we noted that the Trinity is a biblical doctrine, and that all of the elements

of the doctrine are clearly found in Scripture. We looked at some creedal state

ments, particularly the Athanasian Creed, and identified this as the classic

creedal formulation of the Trinity. We then sampled some heretical views, in

cluding those of Dynamic Monarchianism, Modalistic Monarchianism or Sabellianissn,

Arianism, and Socinianism, with its contemporary counterpart, Unitarianism.

In examining the meaning of the unity of God, we discovered that the one in

Deuteronomy 6: ("the Lord is one") can be understood as a dynamic unity, thus

permitting three Persons to be viewed as sharing one divine essence and life.

And in examining the meaning of the plurality of God, we discovered that scrip

tural events clearly reveal interaction and personal interrelationships between

the three ersons of the godhead, and that the term "person" is a good word with

a long pedigree. We suggested a safeguard, however, in stressing that the three

Persons are not separate individual Gods, but distinct subsistences united in

the single being and life of God.

In attempting to distinguish between the "essential equality" and "economic

subordination" of the three Persons, we discovered that the Scriptures teach that

whatever i t is to be God, all of the Persons are that. We al so discovered that

there is an order among the Persons, but that it is not grounded in the "eternal

generation of the Son" or the "eternal procession of the Spirit," but rather in

the eternal relationships within the godhead. We also discovered that the Per

sons of the Trinity perform various functions in the implementation of the Plan

and Purpose of God.
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